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Winter Pruning to Promote Crop Concentration
in Southern Highbush Blueberry

Gerardo H. Nunez, Martin Zapien, Patricio Munoz
Horticultural Sciences Department, UF/IFAS

Blueberries ripen at different times on the plant
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The more fruits on the plant, the longer their time to ripen
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Luby and Finn, 187; Maust et o, 1990

Can winter pruning produce a shorter
and more concentrated fruit ripening?

Materials and methods

‘Optimus’ and ‘Farthing’ planted in 2019

Winter pruning treatments

Experimental site: Straughn Farms, Cane
Archer, FL v
Season: 2023
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1. Ripening duration: number of days to blue fruit

2. Ripening concentration: ripening interval
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Ripening duration varied between pruning treatments
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Total yield was similar between treatments in both cultivars
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Control plants presented higher ripening concentration at
the start of season in ‘Farthing’
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No differences in ripening concentration in ‘Optimus’
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Summary

= Winter pruning affected ripening duration in ‘Farthing’
g 75% but not in ‘Optimus’.
E 3.1
2 509 = Winter pruning did not affect yield.
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Thanks! Questions?




