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Bacterial Wilt

ÅCaused by Ralstonia solanacearum 

ïSoil-borne bacterium with a wide host range

ÅPreviously reported on blueberry only once (in 
New Jersey 2012)

ïCultivar Bluetta (NHB) was affected

ï20 year-old bushes rapidly died

ïQuarantine and eradication efforts ensued

ÅDNA sequences differed compared to FL isolates

ÅNo other outbreaks outside Florida on blueberry



Bacterial Wilt in Florida
ÅFound on 5 Florida Blueberry farms in 2016

ÅAs of 2026 Bacterial wilt has been confirmed on more than a 
dozen farms in 12 Florida Counties

ÅDistribution on farms is spotty and Arcadia is the most 
severely affected UF variety

ïArcadia, Avanti, Kestrel, Meadowlark, Indigocrisp, Myra, Binda, 
Magica, Albus, Farthing, Sentinel, and several selections

Å Isolates from blueberry farms ranging from Alachua Co. to 
Hendry Co. vary genetically, but all have tested negative for 
Race 3 biovar 2



Symptoms

ÅSimilar to bacterial leaf scorch (Xylella)

ÅDrought stress: marginal scorching of leaves, 
dieback, stem blight, plant death

Åsymptoms move down the row more rapidly 
than across

ÅXylem of plants loaded with bacterial ooze 
clogging vasculature














